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AMENDMENT 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.121, below is a complete listing of all claims in the application. 



[cOl] (currently 



An automated telephone assistant device, comprising: 



a base unit connecting a telephone handset to a netwo rk interface device, the 
network interface device i n communication with a telephone network, wherein t he base 
unit io oporablo for executing a first algorithm disposed within the base unit, the first 
algorithm and-selectively allowing a murine an mcommg telephone call received from the 
telephone network to bo tranomittod to a telephone handoot a telephone handset, the 
telephon e handset having a user identification such that the user identi fication matches an 
instruction to route the incoming telephone ca ll to the telephone handset, and the first 
algorithm further selectively preventing routing of t he incoming telephone call received 
from the telephone network to the telephone handset, the te lephone handset further 
having another user identification such that the other user identification matches an 
instruction to prevent routing of the incoming telephone call to the telephone handset. 



[c02] (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, further 
comprising an extension control device in communication with the base unit, wherein the 
extension control device is associated with a predetermined telephone extension and 
assists the base unit in selectively al lowing routing t he incoming t elephone call received 
from the telephone network to bo transmitted to the telephone handset having a user 
identification t natehm p an instruction to route the incoming telephone call to the 
telenhone handset, and selectively preventing ro uting of the incoming telephone call 
received from the telephone network to the telephone handset having another user 
identification matching an instruction to prevent routing o f the incoming telephone call to 
the telephone handset, oolonging to tho uoor and aolootivcly preventing tho t e l e phoi 
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l oooivod from tho t o lophono notwork from being tranamittod to tho tolcphono hando e t 
belonging to tho uo e r. 

[c03] (original) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 2, wherein the base unit 
and the extension control device communicate via a plurality of signals, wherein the 
plurality of signals direct the extension control device to generate a ring event for the 
telephone handset associated with the predetermined telephone extension. 

Ic04] (original) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, wherein a power 
source is disposed within the base unit, the power source operable for generating a ring 
event 

[c05] (original) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 2, wherein a power 
source is disposed within the extension control device, the power source operable for 
generating a ring event. 

[c06] (original) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 2, wherein the base unit 
further comprises a second algorithm operable for detecting the presence of and 
identifying the extension control device. 

[c071 (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 6, wherein the 
base unit further comprises a third algorithm operable for assigning a common name and 
to the extension control device. 

[c08j (original) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 7, wherein the base unit 
further comprises a permanent storage device operable for storing the identity and the 
common name of the extension control device. 

[c09J (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, wherein the 
base unit further comprises a dual-tone multi-frequency interface operable for allowing 
the auser to control the base unit and modify the first algorithm. 
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[clO] (original) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, wherein the base unit 
farther comprises a voice interface operable for allowing the user to control the base unit 
and modify the first algorithm. 

[cl 1] (original) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1 , wherein the base unit 
further comprises a voicemail message that is selectively transmitted to callers. 

Icl2] (original) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, wherein the first 
algorithm is operable for identifying a caller. 

[cl3] (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 12, wherein the 
first algorithm selectively, routes the incoming telephone call to the telephone handset 
a user identification matching an instruction to route the incoming telephone call 
t„ ihr. telephone handset based imon the identity of the caller, and selectively prevents 
anting of the incoming telephone received from the telephone network to the 
telephone handset having an o ther user identification matching an instruction to prevent 
rmitin p of the income telephone ca l l tn the telephone handset based upon the identity of 
the cailer. k , operable for oolootivoly allowing the teloph u no call roooivod f 
telephone n e tw o rk t o bn tefflsmittea te fee tnlnphnnn hmidoot boloncinfi to th e i 




[cl4] (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, wherein the 

first algorithm selectively routes the incomi ng te l e phone call to the telephone handset 

WW an instruction to mute the inco m ing telephone call to the telephone handset based 

the, time of dav. and selectiv e ly prevents routing of the incoming telephone call 

reived from the te le phone network to the tele p hone handset having another instruction 

tn r r^t muting of the incoming teleph one call to the telephone handset hased upon the 

j ■ 1.1, c i^^- . -i.. n llo iv ing th o t o l cpho nn mil r™™'"^ feeea th e 

time of day. *™ mo l0lcP ' 
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tolophono network to 



[cl5] (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, wherein the 
first algorithm io operable for sejectivelv. allowin g routes the i ncoming t elephone call 
received from the telephone network to bo tammnittod to one or more telephone handsets 
in one or more predetermined locations in a structure matching the user identification 
beteagmg to the u-rr based upon the time of day and selectivel y prevents routing _of, 
preve nti ng the incoming telephone call received from the telephone network #om-be*g 
tran am itt o d to the one or more telephone handsets in the one or more predetermined 
locations in the structure matching the user identification . bolonging to tho user based 
upon the time of day. 

[cl6] (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, wherein the 
first algorithm is oporablo for selectively allowing routes the incoming telephone call 
received from the telephone network to bo trnnomitted to the telephone handset having an 
instruction to route the incomin g telephone call to the telephone handset based upon entry 
nf an authoriza tion code bv a n ailer, and selectively prevents routing of the incoming 
t ^hnne call received from the te l ephone network to the telephone handset having 
another instruction tn prevent routi n g of the incoming telephone call to the telephone 
handset based upon entry of the authoris ation code bv a caller, bolonging to tho uoor and 
oolootivcry preventing tho tolophono oall roooivod from tho tolophono netwo rk from being 
ti-anomittod to tho telephon e handoot belonging to tho uoor abnoa < 



Icl7] (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, wherein the 
first algorithm selectively routes the incoming te l e phone call t o the telephone handset 
havfn ? an instruction to route the inco m ing telephone call to the telephone handset based 
■rprm ^ ^tic-p of a c aWs voice, and selectively prevents routing of the incoming 
t ^hone call received from the telephone netw ork to t he telep hone handset having 
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smother instr uction to prevent routing of the incomin g telep hone call to the telephone 
handset based u pon reco g nition of the caller's voice, iu oporablo for a 
t e ived from th e telephon e network to b e 

sor and oolcotivoly pr e venting th e telephone call r 



a of a callor'o voic e . 

[cl8] (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, wherein the 
base unit is operable for directing the telephone handset b e longing to tho user to produce 
a plurality of ringing tones, each of the plurality of ringing tones associated with the 
ascertained identity of a caller. 

Icl9] (original) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 2, wherein the 
extension control device is operable for providing a common connection to a plurality of 
telephone lines. 

[c20] (currently amended) An automated telephone assistant method, comprising: 

providing a base unit connecting a telenhone handset to a network interface 
device, the network interface device i n communication with a telephone network; 

disposing a first algorithm within the base unit; 

executing the first algorithm; 

selectively allowing a -an incoming telephone call received from the telephone 
network to be tnmnmittod routed t o e feetelephone handset; and 

selectively preventing the telephone call received from the telephone network 
from being faranomittod routedto the telephone handset. 
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[c21] (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, further 
comprising providing an extension control device in communication with the base unit, 
wherein the extension control device is associated with a predetermined telephone 
extension and assists the base unit in selectively allowing the telephone call received from 
the telephone network from being temsfakted - routed to the telephone handset. 

[c22] (original) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 21 , further comprising 
directing the extension control device to generate a ring event for the telephone handset 
associated with the predetermined telephone extension. 

[c23] (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 21, further 
comprising disposing a second algorithm within the base unit, the second algorithm 
opcrablo for detecting the presence of and identifying the extension control device. 

[c24] (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 23, further 
comprising disposing a third algorithm within the base unit, the third algorithm operable 
^-assigning a common name to the extension control device. 

[c25] (original) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 24, further comprising 
storing the identity and the common name of the extension control device within a 
permanent storage device disposed within the base unit. 

[c26\ (original) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, further comprising 
allowing a user to control the base unit and modify the first algorithm via a dual-tone 
multi-frequency interface. 

[c27] (original) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, further comprising 
allowing a user to control the base unit and modify the first algorithm via a voice 
interface. 
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lc28] (original) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, further comprising 
selectively transmitting a voicemail message to callers. 

[c29] (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, wherein the 
first algorithm io oporablo for identifying identifies a caller. 

[c30] (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 29, wherein the 
first algorithm selectively routes the incoming telepho ne call to the telephone handset 
based upon the identity of the caller, a n d selectively prevents routing of the incoming 
tele phone call to the telephon e handset based upon the identity of the caller, i 

transmitted to tho telephone handset and oolootivoly preventing tho telephone oall 
ro ooivo d fr o m tho telephone nctiyrrlr fr-rr trnnnmittnd to the talophona handset 

upon tho identity of tho oallor. 

[c31] (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, wherein the 
first algorithm selectively routes the incoming telephone c all to the telephone handset 
hased u pon the time of dav. and selectively prevents routing of the incoming telephone 
call to the telephone handset based u p on the time of dav. io opoiablo for oolootivoly 
allowing tho telephone oall roooivod from tho telephone network to bo t 



[c32] (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, wherein the 
first algorithm io oporablo for selectively allowing routes the telephone call received from 
the telephone network to be transmitted to one or more telephone handsets in one or more 
predetermined locations in a structure matching t h e user identification belonging to tho 
user based upon the time of day and selectively prevents ro uting of proventing the 
telephone call received from the telephone network from being transmitted to the one or 
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more telephone handsets in the one or more predetermined locations in the structure 
matrW the user identification b elonging to the us e r based upon the time of day. 

[c331 (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, wherein the 
first algorithm » operabl e for selectively aHewmg routes the telephone call received from 
the telephone network to be transmitted to the telephone handset having an instruction to 
m„te the incoming telephone ™\\ to the telephone handset based upon entry of an 
jgrthpiization c ode bv a caller, a nd selectively prevents routing of the incoming telephone 
.on ~™ v ^ from the t e 1enhone netw ork t o the te l ep hone handset having another 
j^n «n prevent routi n g nf tbe incomhiP telephone call to the telephone handset 
u—.i , T ™ m trv of the -irhttrisation code bv a caller, mid u u l o oUvoly pr o v nntin g t h e 
lulupliouo oall roo riv od fro m th o t e l e ph on e nrr- i 1 "-^ frn ™ h ""V ' trnnomittod to t h e 
tolophono hnndoot baaed upon th e entry of an authorusataon oodo by a oallor. 

[c341 (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, wherein the 
first algorithm b oporablo for selectively allowing routes t he telephone call received from 
the telephone network to bo trmiDmitted-to the telephone handset having an instruction to 
route *p incoming rele nt™ gall to the telephone handset based upon recognition of a 
M iw. voice, and selectively preve r .ts muting of the incoming telephone call received 
th* tele phone netw o rV to the telephone handset haying another instniction to prevent 

^»^ p «fih» in^rnitig trf gihone call to the telephone handset based upon recognition of 

the caller's voice, a ud u u l urtwu l j pr e v enting I ho triopho nn o all l uuo frod fr o m t h e 

tolophono network from b e in 

recognition of a caller'o 

[c351 (original) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, further comprising 
direc ting the telephone handset to produce a plurality of ring tones, each of the plurality 
of ring tones associated with the ascertained identity of a caller. 
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